BP 6145.21

Instruction
SPORTSMANSHIP

The Governing Board expects athletes, coaches and spectators to demonstrate good
sportsmanship during all athletic competitions. District staff and parents/guardians
have a duty to promote an environment of good sportsmanship by serving as models of
fair play and proper conduct.
Students and employees are responsible for maintaining sportsmanlike behavior at all
times and may be subject to disciplinary action for improper conduct.
The Superintendent or designee shall provide for the proper supervision and safety of
students at athletic events.
(cf. 4127 - Temporary Athletic Team Coaches)
(cf. 5131.4 - Campus Disturbances)
(cf. 5137 - Positive School Climate)
(cf. 5144 - Discipline)
(cf. 5144.1 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process)
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Instruction

AR 6145.21 (a)

SPORTSMANSHIP
The district is committed to providing students, coaches and spectators a sportsmanlike
environment befitting schools that are members of the California Interscholastic
Federation.
Sportsmanship involves:
1.

Taking a loss or defeat without complaint.

2.

Taking victory without gloating.

3.

Treating opponents with fairness, courtesy and respect.

The following persons are expected to be role models demonstrating sportsmanship at
all times and respecting the integrity and judgment of sports officials:
1.

Principals and administrative staff.

2.

Athletic and band directors.

3.

Coaches, players and cheerleaders.

4.

Faculty members.

5.

Parents/guardians and spectators.

The following behavior is unacceptable at all school contests:
1.

Berating an opponent’s school or mascot.

2.

Berating opposing players.

3.

Obscene cheers or gestures.

4.

Negative signs.

5.

Painted faces.

6.

Use of noisemakers.

7.

Words or gestures of complaint about officials’ calls.

At the start of all athletic competitions, the announcer shall explain and promote
sportsmanship expectations. Game programs shall include the CIF Code of Ethics.

AR 6145.21 (b)
SPORTSMANSHIP (continued)
Prior to the contest, each principal shall emphasize the importance of sportsmanlike
behavior to coaches, players, cheerleaders and spectators in rallies, team meetings,
faculty meetings, spirit club meetings, school bulletins and/or public address
announcements. At least one day before the contest, the principals or designees of
competing schools shall discuss the upcoming event and strategies to promote a
sportsmanlike environment for the contest.
The principal or designee from each participating school shall:
1.

Meet with the site manager 30 minutes before game time and establish where
he/she will be throughout the event.

2.

Enforce the highest standards of sportsmanship within his/her own student
body.

3.

Cooperate with the principal or designee of the opponent’s school whenever any
violations of sportsmanship occur.

Disciplinary Measures Governing Coaches and Student Athletes
1.

If any athlete physically assaults a coach, game official or school official at or
during an athletic contest, the athlete will be suspended from athletics for one
calendar year from the date of the infraction.

2.

If any athlete actively competing in an athletic contest is involved in an
altercation or is ejected from the contest as a result of that altercation, the athlete
will be suspended from the next contest.
An altercation is any action outside of the normal conduct of an athletic contest
by which a student athlete causes or attempts to cause physical injury to another
or which, in the judgment of a school or game official, could lead to another
person’s physical injury.

3.

If any athlete leaves the bench/sidelines to go on the playing area during an
altercation and, in the judgment of school officials, engages in behavior which
serves to perpetuate the altercation, the athlete will be suspended from the next
contest. Any athlete who willfully defies the order of a game or school official to
remain in the bench/sidelines area during an altercation will be suspended from
the next contest.

4.

If a coach in any sport is removed from the game by an official, the coach will be
suspended from coaching the next contest, subject to application of due process
procedures.
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